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woyE PATHFINDER OF THE SEAS"

have not plweys acknowledged the greatness of their fellovmen.
ns ha

Americe
aristic of-the Nation. While there are occasional movements

=~his has been charact

intion of the public services of some distinguished son of the Republic,
toward racoginvl

+111 meny who today are practically unknovn by the Americen People.
there are 8 :
unfortunately s:rue of one whom 21l Europe proclaimed &s the "greatest

This is

¢ his times" but who is not familiar to his own ountrymen.

pgmericen 0i
1t is therefore our privilege to give the first national record in an American

s storicel Journal of Comzander Matthew Fontaine liaury, the American who charted t he

<inds and the currents of the Oceans; who gave to the world the new science of

......

-

meteorology; Who is in reality the father of the National Observatory at the seat
of our Nationsl Government and who originated the great system today is known as

the Jeather bureau.

~nere is no American whose service to his generation was S0 great and whose

1ife at home was spent in such seclusionj about him there was the modesty of great-
ress, for as an imerican he refused the highest scientific honors of Europe and
snounced wealth, fame and even a palace asthe gift of an emperor, to pass his last

1 the hills of Virginia that he loved. Our beloved Vest Virginia shares this

honoge wi ¢

» Virginia, the Mother State.
frierd of kings, he passed away in the beautiful little towm of Lexington,

‘Einia, withi 4%

n the shadow of the graves of Robert E. Lee and General Stonewall
' rough the Journal of American History the life and character of this
arican has Just been c““}"lotnd.
B "

nvestiientr )
»igator s an awuthority in southern hintury \tho is intimately

I those among whom Commander Matthew Fontaine “mury spent his

rom

Frivate historical sources has propmd this record.
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 irvestiga don a movement has also been made for the erection
‘_‘hou_g.‘: this in

the great Americen, with an appropriation from the Congress of the
% t0 L
Fof a nO!:‘l:ﬂﬂu

de
.overnment that he 80 well serve
| ' the beginning of the'past century, on the 14th of January, 1806, only
with the

4 . ~iles from the city of Fredericksburg in the County of Sporrsylvania, Virginia,
p +ihew Fontaine Maury. He came of goodly stock, for there mingled in his
n equal parts, the sturdy religious life of the French Huguenots and the
sy of the English Cavalier. On his mothers side he belonged to the dis=
.ipeuished Viner family of Virginia, while his name bears testimony that his paternal
encestors were of the choice Huguenots who, from the persecutions of Catholic France

strotched their arms to the new world.

hen 'mury was only five years old, his parents went to Tennessee and settled

near the present town of Franklin. There 'mid the forests of Tennessee in the days
°f the early settlers, before advanced civilization had built her great highways of
ravel or her schools of learning, there grew up the lad who wzs to become the

ol | nder of the Sea",

Few were the early educational advantages of young Maury, but an accident in
“4 JOULh that seemed to disqualify him for farm life, led his father to give him
PPoriunity at Harpeth Academy.
nis mind brought him into the special notice of his in-
¢eintion ripened into life long friendship.

‘kerwerd Bishop of Tennessee, and William C. Hasbrouck, to 2

ALY,
iicated K

‘% work on “The Physical Geography of the Sea" were his

fhassy. Maury's ambition was for a course at Wost Point but his

-

‘# 10 him., Young Yaury left home without Nis father's blessaing,
Wisdge he sought an appointment in the Navy, 1In 1825 an

¥ .
Y
JFeure ,

Wiithew mury received his aprointwent to the United States

A8 nidshipean on the frigete "Brandywine®,

CYRL Acsdeny, for 1t was Maury himeelf who firast advocated

€

EFsst Jeversment school at Anapolis,
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for Naval honers, must needs prosecute his studies amid

sungt "“}’ir“m’
J ones of active 868 service. It at once became evident that laury
c

grying ®
gor both the theory and practive of his profession.

the
nad re::ol\’r.?d {0 mas
arades Of that early peroid relate that on the round spot of the quarter-
nis conrt 3

halked his diagrams in spherical trigonometry to enable him, when on duty
he ¢cha

deck,
~ing tO and fro,
year of his service, the "Brandywine" bore laFayette from his visit

to employ the precious moments in useful study. It chanced that

nwe first
hia c;-\:nt:":-' .

iwe words to the studious midshipman. In 1826, laury was transferred to the

-of-war "Vinciennes"--about to make a cruise around the world. The opportunities

8i00%

sor study on this voyage were much to his advantage, and on his return houe, he was

rendy for his examinations.
In 1831, he was appointed master of the sloop-of war Falmouth" which had been
ordered to Pacific waters. He at once sought diligently for information as to the

-

¢ trock for his vessel, but no reliable charts for his guidance were in existence.

A3

o

ly realized thet here was a great need to be supprlied and his hold and active

rain forthwith began to grap le with the problem of ocean chartes

vogage he observed the curious phenomenon of the low barometer off Cape

0y wnd wrote upon the subject his first scientific paper and it was at t his time

® textbook on navigation.
His home for m time in 1834, two importunt events occurred. He was married

‘9% Anva llerndon of ¥redericksburg, Virginia. From this time on we find much of

" 854 1ife woven into the history of the old ‘Burg on the Rappahannock. The
t rarked this year at home, w:s the puh:!.ion\tlun of his first book,

PAvigaty n, which beemme for many years a %ext bo k in the United

e TEA v tn wvery sssential particular outlined by latthew lnmury.

“ & vislon from heaven with blessings to earth, and he failed not

ple. It wne on his return frum the Nrussels Gonference to

' vy laden with homore that Mury stood clearly before the world,
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twin sciences of hydrOgraphy and meteorology". No less & man

vlw-uf:hﬁ
\1exander van Humbol® declared him the “father of a new science", and was dis=

. aron in his 90th year wrote him a fervid letter of congratulation. }

s simple De hot pot of charts and instruments entrusted to the young lieutenunt ' 3

observatory, with the great man of science as its superintendent.

" al
vetdonal
ationa

+his Nati-nal Observatory under laury, outlined and comprehended,

________ . is divided into four separate departments. Science has con=
~eater boon upon the world than the great ocean cables, that flash the
. genius of Commander liaury that from all this dry data brought forth, .

fic deductions that revolutionized the ship sailing of the world.

ceries of six cherts and eight large folio volumes of "Sailing E

wem YY)

r s comprehended all walers in every clime where fly the white sails
i erce. The charts are known as "laury's wind and currents chart",
re styled "Track Charts," "Thermal Charts," and "Storm and Rain Charts."

nderful accurecy, the winds and currents, their force and

fferent seamsons of the year, the temperature of the service waters,

trade winds, the rains end the storms.

, are of "Seiling Directions" and are brim full of the most

nformation, and are treasures to every intelligent seaman.

nd directions, the navigator knows for each season, and in all

est chances for a swift and safe voyage. Some idea of the

be formed from the stntement that 20,000 copies of "Sailing

the merchant vessels.

e

of the rovoiqtfunn of this great

= trivuted gratuitously to

it Lo the la"\"lﬂllt"l'

L difficult of nll sea-voyages,

aw | n that in the mos

around Cape Horn, the trip has been shortened

BCO,

ted that in shortening the tine and lessening

san optl

there has been & saving te the world's commerce of not
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jaury's work was shown wheln.n on one occasion, the "San Francisco"

. - i

noard was severely damaged in an Atlantic hurricane. The helplese ;

to the set.

$
ifted ouv

ary of the Navy appealed to Maury, who estimated where wind and

rat
sre.wii

a Sec

... upon & helpless wreck, would drift the vessel, /ith a blue pencil

. ine spot on his chart. To this spot relief was sent, and the survivors

.. nis "physical Geography of the Sea", in his discussion of "Sea Routes", :
. was this to say: "So to shape the course on voyages as to make the most

»¢ winds and currenis at sea, is the navigator's art. How the winds blow and the

ng this route is no longer a matter of opinion or subject of specula-
tien it 8 retier of certainty determined by actual observation. The winds and the
.er deily encountered by hundreds who have sailed on the same voyage before him

wxd 'the distunce mede good' by each from day to day, have been tabulated and |

srrarged for the meriner; nay, his path has been literally blazed through the winds

en; nile posts have becn set up on the waves, and finger-baards plant-
tables furnished for the treckless waste."
n2l chereeter of the work soon led to an international conference.

778 instence that in 1853 the United States callied the celebrated Brussels

-
o

able gathering of scientific men. Neerly every important
s there represented and a systematic plan of co=-operation provided.

nferonce that Mmury advocated the oxtension of the same system of

srvations to land also and thus form & wegther bureau, helpful to
e continued to urge and agitate in.bis papers and addressesall

Y §r ‘ \
“11 the very close of his 1ife. The great Signal Service and

twssfully operated in the world today from continent to continent

Aot 1s dus 4 for the great Atlantic cable ia one of the

Lo Maury,

flew from his anvil as he “"u""

*ogruphy of the Sea md its --lo:ﬂ“olm he founded the way to the

§ Yomd bodoos sam o o et N
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wpster of & pure English style he 8ets hefore us the marvelous phenomena

~th and sef. I {

&

yaster of & pure English style he sets before the marvelous phenomena of earth

and air, in thought and language that £1lows deep and strong, and warm and - -

1ike the great current of the Gulf Stream.

yo american has ever received higher testimonials from foreign contries;

~dars of ¥nighthood were bestowed upon him by the Emperor of Russia, King of Den-
 erx, Ling of Fortugal, King of Belgium and Emperor of France, while other countries
struck gold medals in his honor. The Pope sent him a full set of all the medals struck

i

mtificate and Masimilian decorated him with the "Crest of our lady

e”, By special request Alexander Ven Humbolt bestowed upon him the :

"o wdnl”, struck in honor of the great Baron. It is the only duplicate of !

edal in existence. ' ,
“ambridge University of England conferred on him the degree of La.L.D.

2id that inm Berlin there stands a statue to his memory. Thus Kings, to do
ry took delight, The only civilized nation that has withheld adequeate
services has been the government of the United States. 4ll

from his own government has been the meager pay of his rank !

ity where for twenty yeare his great brain projected influerc e

the whole civilized world today, and ere the very honor and glory
. there stands no memorial of his sorvice, no bronze or marble to

os8. There is not even a bust mor a portrait in the National

.
ik wmes dones \

) i
0 built ite Mationml LiLIREY) from nll nations and all ages !

: co B8 woven into the beautiful Moasaic of that
--(o-r.""’ o ¥ ]

S bt » L phquarian dug deep to find some of the names

 Lodk Snn ror LB of WS who, born on our native soil amd

f the Capitol, Degane the founder of twin scionces
elov 9 .
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¢he mind with theip ¥onderg fng
At v

hiatory of Virginia. Do

‘ery department of this 8cience,




